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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. The Request for Continued Examination filed on September 14, 2004 has been entered. 

2. Upon entry of the Request for Continued Examination, the amendment filed on July 15, 
2004 has been entered. 

3. Claim 1 was amended. 

4. Claims 1-10 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, pages 9-13, filed on July 15, 2004, with respect to 
Claims 1, 6 and 9 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of Claims 1, 6 
and 9 has been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1-10 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

a. Independent Claim 1 defines steps of assigning a specific color to each of the 
plurality of sub-objects on the basis of an average atomic number; adjusting a 
brightness level of one of the specific colors by adjusting each pixel thereof with a 
determined color proportion of at least one of red, green or blue, whereby the 
adjustment of the brightness level takes into consideration the sensitivity of the 
human eye; displaying at least the plurality of sub-objects having the same x-ray 
absorption attributes on a monitor, whereby adjustment of the brightness level of 
one of the specific colors causes the human eye to view at least the plurality of 
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sub-objects as having equal brightness levels, wherein the brightness level of at 
least one of the specific colors, which is assigned to a sub-object, is adjusted if the 
x-ray absorption attribute associated with the sub-object is substantially equal to 
the x-ray absorption attribute of another sub-object. These steps in combination 
with other steps in Claim 1 , which is the broadest allowable claim, are not taught 
or suggested by the art of record. 

b. Claims 2-5 are dependent upon Claim 1 . 

c. Independent Claim 6 defines features of an evaluation unit for evaluating the 
detected X-ray beam and determining absorption values and an average atomic 
number for each of the sub-objects being contained in the object, the evaluation 
unit further assigning a specific color to each of the sub-objects on the basis of the 
average atomic number and assigning a brightness level to each of the sub-objects 
on the basis of the absorption values; and a display unit for displaying each of the 
sub-objects and their associated specific color and brightness level, wherein the 
brightness level of a sub-object is adjusted if the absorption value of the sub- 
object is substantially equal to the absorption value of another sub-object. These 
features in combination with other features in Claim 6, which is the broadest 
allowable claim, is not taught or suggested by the art of record. 

d. Claims 7-8 are dependent upon Claim 6. 

e. Independent Claim 9 is allowable for containing same allowable feature steps 
recited in Claim 6. 

f Claim 10 is dependent upon Claim 9. 
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7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance," 

Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earher communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tom Y Lu whose telephone number is (703) 306-4057. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leo H Boudreau can be reached on (703) 305-4706. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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